128     MAXIMILIAN THE DREAMER
Egmond was giving trouble again the next year, and Maximilian urges the Regent to send her Maitre d'hotel, Jerome Vent, to remonstrate with the aggressor and persuade him to keep the peace, according to his sworn undertaking. But soft words did not succeed better than hard blows, and in March, 1509, we find that Charles has taken 'the church of Barneveld and is making a fortified place of it, thus putting the holy edifice to a sacrilegious use. This was apparently the last straw, for the King of the Romans now uses very strong language in his letter to his daughter.
"... certain devils believe that I am breaking the peace while their beloved idol, the aforesaid Charles of Egmond, is only too anxious to keep it. Ah ! I will revenge myself upon this traitor because he has so villainously broken the peace, and turns us into ridicule. But I promise you upon my faith, that I will soon show by the help of God, to our aforesaid traitors, liars, rebels, such a lesson and punishment when I meet them, that for a year after, they will not save their tongues or their ears. ..."
No result followed all his angry and bombastic language. Charles of Guelders seemed to be more prosperous than ever, although the young heir to the English throne, Henry VIII, had sent Maximilian, the previous year, 1,500 archers to help in the war against Guelderland. The war went smouldering on for many months, breaking out in one place after another, in bold defiance of all treaties.           ..
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